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Recently I was in Llankeris, This fact is not in itself remarkable,
What is remarkable is the change that has come over tke place since I wag first
there, eleven years ago. HNot only physically - though tire heaps of rusting
cans and brcken glass bear witness to the diligent.efforts of the litter-lout
in recent times - but in the type of climber one meets there, the type of climb
he does, and above all the extracrdinary atmoaphere which pervares the wvalley,
The latter is so powerful that whem a stranger asked me what I had done the
previous day, I felt an acute scnse of shame vhen I replied, "'he Lerseshoe", so
much so that I was obliged to add, by way of excuse, "Just showing a lady round,
you know", For it is old-fashioned to go to Llanberis to climb mountaina; one
goes there to climb the Three Cliffs; and the Three Cliffs are, to a layman's
eye (and I am a layman in these matters), little outerops of crag which land
their conquerors within:comfortable spitting 2istance of their cars. (Assuming
they want to spit on their cars, of course?§ Zleven years ago mest of the rock
of these cliffs was considered unclimbable, and nct leng erough or high encugh
to be interesting anyway,  Today they are the valley's principal attraction,
Their hardest routes are, it turns out, surprisingly long, and though not
impossible, are at any rate highly improbable, This change is sympiematic of
the revolution which hag awept ower rock-climbing during the last decade.
Strange to think that many Oreads who are not yet thirty belong to a bygone
generation of rock-climbers, a generation that bas, in a sense, had its day,
But these new routes of the modern generation are not merely harder than those
on which we were brought up - they are of a new kind.,  Une admired the man who
led such e¢limhs as Longland's; today his skill is commenplace. Imagination
boggles at the thought of the nerve, skill aprd tenacity of the man who can put
up a route like Cenotaph Corner; but even that is, presumably, tomorrow's
cormonplace, Thie revolution is very largely due to. thke increase in respectability
of artificial aids, The current issue of the eminenily respectable Climbers' ‘
Club Journal speaks casually of "one pitch of 120 feet, requiring 25 pitons and |
one wooden wedge", and equally casually of Grade VI Alpine ascents, It contains
a rhotograph of a "stance! consisting of a peg and a pair of stirrups, and
another which I took to be a picture of a snowy hill seen across a moor, but
which turned out to be 2 close-up of an overhang which has recently been attempted,
(I was holding it the wrong way up w......, In general, the photographs and
descriptions of the fantastic climbs which ore being done by a iarge number of
peocle these cays are enough to turn many would-be climbers into norn-gtarters,
an? to make old stagers like myself wonder if we dare call ourselves rock-
climbers at all, To end with, there is one comment of Jon loscoe's which I
must quote: "Rawlbnlts are definitely beyond the pale". Like to bet? I'll lay
you a yard of karabiners to a tent peg that in fifteen or twenty ycars' time

(Please turn to vage 692)



: TCE ZIGET HAND THCHS NOT —mmem
" by JIM KERSHAW

= 5w

ASCENT ¢F $.C. GULLY,

® 0 0 % 9 08 NS P80 EeD 0000 esee8 8 bym}“a‘Y }'iIETTY
‘LJTU}: CUI,[“B lLaL.N- L\-CHAII, MT.ER 19_5_.6_ -.---o-..tocunoonncin-o-to
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gadget - a most comprebensive piece cf equipment, which cooked, wasked un, aired
sleeping hags, carried the rope, stimulated, inspired and simultaneously insured

against all those rigours which beset us in the wildermess - he called it "idiss
Tughes",

I'origiﬁally thought thkat I was brought in to add a certain "Je ne sais quoi"
to the varty, In point of fact I was hired as a "front man"l

From Stanton-by-‘ridge to Glencoe in eight hours - overnight - to find
Parslow, Turner, ..ershaw & Co, encamped in Glen Etive,

". rock climb on the Buachaille", said renlington,

"An easy one", said the drivers - recollecting that Fenlington had snored
the hours away beneath a great heap of sleeping hags., "Crowberry .idge", said
renlington, "=———-— a moderate route", '

The Euachaille is of an elmost constant shape wheén seen from any peint
within the Jastern quadrant - a mest confusing fact - so we consulted the bLook
again, stretched our resvective imaginationsn%not difficult, this) and thought
it a pity that rurray couldn't have found someone who covld draw the moun’ain
in a recognisable fashion!

The seccnd pitch was surprisingly kard - no belay in 110 feet, and i,r,
ferretting shout on toe holds. Gerry and myself traversed srab-liize on to "easier"
ground, The wsather was perfect - we climbed in ghirt sieeves,

4 sorics .of sacrt entertaining walls followed. we professed to racognise
the V.5, alterastive fork in Crowberry Cully to our left. (&1l good "irent men"
can recogrise at sight, nreferably from a distance, tire fawsns V.o: eléernatives),
Shortiy afterwards renlington was balancing about on the flerk of an overhenging
nose, It was a hard "woderate", and it wouldn't go; so down infec a snow=filled
gilly bed to find an exit by the right-hand wall where it grow upward o the

rocf of a shallow cave., Je spied Crowberry Tower at the head of its ridge a long
way to oar right.

aprarently we had wandered without rarticular merit on to ".o Gully Zuttress"
and, as someone once remarked to Smythe when he confessed to having merely

connected diiferent pitches of half o dozen different routes on Lliwedd, - "You
baven't done a real climb at all, then".

e followed with a day on the ridges of Bidean, finishing on the summit of
Stob Coire llan Lochan. I glissaded in a few minutes down into the Lost Valley
whilst the others descended more sedately down the Jest side of Gearr Aonach,

1. Bearded ruffian usually dressed in very soiled (very) high altitude clothing
scavenged from the cast-off dept, of the n.G.5, = one who has learned by heart
where all the hard bits are on all the fashionable thrutches from the Cobbler

to Creag .ionard - should be competent to "life" his way from the +hangie Lar
to, at least, the Jundonnell Hotel,
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the "bDole" and trying to satisfy my mother's ambition, which was to see me an
expert banjoist like my Burton-on-Trent grandfather and uncles,

Ly now those of you who climb will realise that to be a fanatic one must
give up something. You will of course realise that I couldn't sacrifice the

"iJole" - so I gave up ny banjo practice, preferring finger exereises on rock =
an! never regretted it! ; ;

I rmust confess that I never possessed the calrness, the confidence, or the
skill on rock, which:was so characteristic of koyer; however ke was no athlete
and weighed two stone more than I, so his »roficiency usually excelled on face
clinmbs, and that suited re, for I preferred cracks and chimmeys ard would gaily
lead up the most strenuocus laybacks and insert my narrow body in the most
censtricting of cracks, muchk to the arnoyance of my friend,

face clinbs at first appalled me, I had a higkly developed sense of fear,
which counled with strength to weight ratic, usually meant that I could gquite
safely lead and clinb the V.3.8 ¢f owr deay, winply bescause fear rlus strength
gives a clutch on rock handholds which will not be denied., Yet the fact
remained that a hard lead on a face usunlly neant a nightnare afterwards,
ielieve it or not, I did nmake one or two hard new face routes, and yet doubt whether
I ghould receive any credit f:r these, After all they were accidental, and only
"went" because fear took hold and strong clutching hancde teok control and hauled
the bocy up instead of allowing the brain to balance the body down., A typical
exauple was the "Count's Zuttress" on Stanage Wall knd, a cliumb not repeated
until Zrthur _olphin proved it still possible in 1880, Another route was the
"Tower TFace Jirect" on Wall End, and the second ascent of this has been deferred
until Zaster of this year, when FPeter Liven clawed his way up this unrelenting
wall, I warned you I was gcing to tell you how gocd I was!

So 1y early gritstone days followed the pattern of steady progress which
can usually be found amcnst all the practitioners who exercise their tolents
every weekend without fail, HNevertheless, rany things eluded me. The "Uncon-
guerables" of Stanage defied all nmy laybacking efforts, the divelin Heedle I
could only peg on its South West Corner (thereby probably achieving infamy as
the first defiler of grit), loyer's luttress I could uvnly top rope (but I don't
think I need feel ashamed of that), and I never managed to get up "lrooke's
Crack" on Iurbage South Edge, except on'a very tighkt top rope.

And so the years rolled on. I founded the Sheffield Climbing Club in 1938,
and discovercd that all my new friends were better climbers than I. I went to
the Lakes for the first time and during a week of incessant heat wave, exhausted
nmy cormpanions (enonst whom was my future wife) by dragging them along to the
ascent cof nineteen climbs in Langdele, on Scawfell, and around Great Gable, and
all this on a diet of boiled potateves, scalloped potatoes, fried potatoes, baked
votatoes, raw pototoes and bread. That's what a holiday on the "Jole" nmeant -
and so you con imegine how like a millionaire I felt when a week later I wrote

an article on lioss Ghyll, sent it to the "Uut of .Joors" magazine and received
two guineas for it,

I was reaching my "reak" form in 1934 when I came to Lirmingham on the back
of a lorry, with 10s.0d, in my pocket and two heavy suitcases (mostly containing
clinbing gear).  You've got to admit I was tough to come to a town like Lrum!
Could ony place be more God—forsaken to one who had climbed every weekend on
gritstone for six years or so? WMo Crags! 1o ioney! ihat would you do, chum?

I had a job with poor wages, but could manage to get to the reak about once
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However, riy rapidly declining standard on rock could no longer be denied,
But my ego received a boost at this critical period, ZFirst I took over the
"Organisation of ldeets" for the i4,A.i.,, then . hite llall was opened and I was
able to exhibit my remaining talents to complete novices, and finally the
Sheffield area Guide Zook was published and proved a best seller, Life was
rich, ny friends many and sincere, the "Uread" nmade me.a fresident, then
exalted me to licnoraery liembership, The liountain Club saw "fit to ofier ne
rresidency., &and so here I an, in all my glory, rich in friends numbering
armongst the hundreds, I feel there can be no doubt that I muat be good,
desnite the fact that George Sutton has been known to call me "stubborn" and _
liarry sretty has said I've a "single track mind" (however, they are privileged;.
In view of 211 I have written, my ego needs but one .thing nore. I think I
would be satisfied if Jim dershaw were to pen a poem or ballad in my favour!

Yet perhaps even this would not satisfy my desires, for there is something
else I would wish if it were vnossible - and that is, I'¢ like to go back - to
see agein Colin .dirkus on Stanage; or laurice Linmnell in sdobin Hood's Cave; to
Zollow Cliff kioyer up ome of his face routes; to sun-bathe with Jerrick HRitson;
even to repeat the .obin llood Girdle with Toni Nicholson, a Toni' who startcd
up Inverted V fully clothed ond several hours later descended Flying Eumttrecs
completely nude except for socis,

I'd like to climb again with "Tuba" (ur. Jacob Bujok, the ¥olish idovntaincer
ard conquerscr of the Hast Feak iof llenda Devi im 1939), and to wander along
iharacliffe with J,¥,.tuttrell, It would also be rleasant to repeat the first
"dall .ind Girdle Traverse" on Stannge with Freda dylatt, that wonderful girl
climber who hailed from llathersage, Iut what's the use? I'nm the only one
active on this earth, 41l the others I've just mentioned are using hancholds
on the "Eeavenly Jalls" - and oo you see if anyone has to tell you what 2 good
bloke T am, if it is necessarv that history should record my talents, thea 1
must for your education YELGU ¥ CWN TRUMEST",
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The meet~leader was roistering in Uruguay (awaiting that legendary vessel
the"3,.5,fitzroy" ) but this did not deter 2 remarkably large group of Urcads
from enjorving rverhans slightly more prosaic pleasures in the Llankeris volley -
although, on reflection, is there one among us with so little soul as to
describe velbourn's weekend zest as "prosaic"?

Aith & coach of twentyfour, four car loads and several motor cycles {Cooke
anc Ciilma were ostride their combinations - and ~ndy idenville had come from
dent) there was a positive glut of Ureads, Uonme campi#d, others used a re-
conditionad Cwm Glas lawr, and some did both, It was particularly geood to have
Joug Cullum with us = in fact the "matratzenlaoge" in "Cwm Glas" bore a distin-
guished company. ~Incidentally, wave Thomas is to be congratulated on this most
comfortable piece’ of hut equipnment, Ferhaps if Fenlington were to seek
inspiration at the same source, he night increase the sleeping accormodation
and lessan the barrack-roon sterility of "D=y-W"'and at the some time earn the
gratiinde of us, the gregarious uread,

Ircept for the latter part of Sunday afternoon (when it rained in response
to an unpopular prophket crying aloud upon the slopes of Comlech) conditions
were excellent on the rocks, and a wide variety of things were clinbed,
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Though irn an office closed about,
#ith plans and remoranda pent,
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deriove all things somnambulent,

+hat though for six days out of seven
We serve conventionality?

Ferhaps we should! #e are new men

Un Aaith, or liope or Charity,

The sun shines, but uncrease that frown,
If thoughts afar on dinder roam;

'Tis not, as others think, our .jown-
fall, but our spiritual home ! .
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After some cormlicated shuttling with vehicles, sdfonni, laurie, Jim ard
pyself left lerby on friday evening in the kLershaw-iridges tonk-wogon, en routa
for South Yales. We camped in the early hours of Saturday roraning at our
nseal place on the ¥recon Leacons., The morning wes uninviting, aad after

verious errors in map-reading we arrived at the Glyn srms, Uraig-¥Y-ios, in
the Tawe Valley,

Lere we were horrified to learn tkat 11.30 a.m. still means half an hour
to opening tire! Un enquiring fronm ikine ILostess the whereabouts of ffynon Jdu,
we were referred to cne, reter by name, who was reputed to have some krowledge
of the local caves; we found cut later that he is one of the leading-lighis of
the Socuth wales Laving Club! I shall never forget the lock which appeeared on
ourns' face when we were told that we could not go into tke caves without o
leedear, In my exverience it haa only been matched by the lock cn kis face

later in the day when the leader announced tkat he was somewhat douktful of the
way cut of the Tunnel Cave system!

After lunch we set out, with several other pecple to "do" the
JYe were somewhat disanpeinted at first, because the descrintion we ha¢d read
digmissad it as being of little irmportance, just a rock tube about 50 yarcs long,
Lovever, the 3,,C.C, have broken through at tke end by blasting, and rade
accessible a great systen of congiderable couplexity. We were astonished to
hear that ithe blasting, on the only entrance, was carried out fron the inside;
better they than we. Five hours was svent negotiating narrow rifts and great
caverrs, to end at a rlace where a huge boulder choke is amalgarated by deposits
intc a "cascade" 70 or 30 feet high. un our eventual return to the exit, we

were all nearing the point of exhausticn, and reeled back to the carp site as
if we were slewed,

Tunnel Cave,

after a good meal at the corp (twenty yards from the boozer)j, we repaired
to the rostelry, where we consuried quantities of Crown sle (a headache in every
bottle according to Zurns}, and at the sarme tine conferred with other members
of the Caving Club., Fill agreed to take us into ffynon Jdu the next day, and
we were just ready to recll into bed, when we were rusked off to a luxuriously
appointed trailer caravan, strategically parked on the lawn at the rear of the
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quite alone - no nore coaches, no engine, and, to cur horror, no conductor or
official in sight. The fifteen or so travellers gathered together for comsul~
tation and after a while demanded from o passing linesman in our best German
to know where we were,

lie informed us we were in Munich sidings but couidn't
say where we were supposed to be going, then wandered oIf whistling. Nohody
dere leave the train to trot back along the tracks to the station as suadry
engines kept puffing along the lines and shunting us on to different sets of
linea, sventually, 4% hours later we were rescued by an efficient looking

engine and hooked on to a passing express. Through all this, we reached our
desvination 19 hours late.

e were naturally very wery on the return journey and so were delighted
to discover that our sleeper had H & C running water, fitted carpets, wardrobes
and 21l mol.con. e spread ourselves out in this luxury, practically unpaciing
all cur ski-iag gear, and settled down to a last bottle of wine and & good
aight'a rest,

However, such luck was not to be ours -~ at 2 a.ri, there was a
horribils grinding noise and wo came to an abrupt halt.

an agitated official
cere ruzhing down the corrider, yelling at us to get out "Schinell, schrell",
and vie very hastily dressed and packed and jumped down on to the rails, thinking
the traip was on fire at least. It turped out that the back axle had broken
and we were pushed headlong into anocther train, wkich had pulled up alongeide,

and 80 spent the renainder 5f the journey to Usternd on hard wooden seats, trying
to catel up on our broken sleep,

And then I ar recorzended to "have a sleeper = it's worth the extra quid"!
Hot b———— likely! Fron: now on I teke to the air,
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liiss Laura rretty (age 4% years) - "That's the trouble with Harry".
sagged tinker to fresident in

-
L9

ain street of Fort William - "Uch, ran, is it
you that ga-en rarrit - dinna I remerber ye frae fifteen years ayin - ye bocht
e a pint in dinguseic an gev ie haf a eroon, Ye wadnae haf the »rice of....."
Zy this tire the President had left!

Oliver Jones was in Fort Willian at saster for his annual attack on Gardyloo
Gulley., e succezded in leading the ice-pitch once again. when he has done it
fifty tires, it will probably be a record. fe doubt whether he cares very iuch
one wey or the other, but in any case a ritual ascent of Gardyloo at saster is
a sure sign that Cliver is "still with us",

Une Uread tc another, as he settled down coi:fortably with ferale, “"Uo you want
a sleeping bag?". idenly, as he looked at girl, "No thanks, I've already got cne"!

vur beloved fresident alrost lost his beard at the Llanberis reet.

He was
gallantly lighting the stove in "Cw:. Glas lawr" and it blew back and alicst
sc¢t bhis beard alight,

Ag he pranced about, swotting et this "face fungus", o
voice fror: the back »f the hut was heard to say, "Do it again, Earry, I nissed
it"l
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i ds were recently married there,
t from Nottingham suggests that two Urea ‘ :
ihzizgrthey have not yet been jdentified, Congratulations and best ¥ishes,

whoever you are - do let us know, won't you?

i - iritatone Guidas -
Eric Byne and Wilf thite are joint editors of Vol.IV 9f the &r}tsucniiting B¢
"further Jevelopments on Gritstone". Drnie larshell is preparing Bcoitv
Gardom's, Birchen's and Chatsworth Edges.

: i in C the fourt
Eric Byne has been re-elected rresident of the mountatf Club i?i *genfcaﬁtthe
' i natitution, ano
i i itated an alteration to the constitim=iomn,
gsuccessive year. This necessl : rat : Rl
occasion was marked by the presentation to Zric of a musical tankara waict:
nlavs "For Le's A Jolly Good Fellow", And so say all of us,

G . i v Cwnelkr (1
€rnie Harshall has put up three new routes on m).z-:cg_oi:;'s‘.1 ¥nf§zfzzjap;quri:§rt
U B 5 i = the front face of Gordom's Gate; anu Loniemp
{verhang Suttress;, Traction (up the f ¢ it ot
(vm thzgchimney riﬁ left of Eall bearing J911;. A nuqoor ovae;y kard new
routes have been done on Stanage by Peter Livens and irevor reci,

dany new routes have been done on Craig Cowarch and Larry Loambe is busy on a

guide,
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the previous one were cut by reggy Urmston, who
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as a regular task, and we owe ner 2 debt of gratltude for it,

-0

fZE.CEI:JE—EIE:JALmN BT Ce B ERTYTRANBR TR B LR N I I R L] bym’r»‘l]‘o

No-one would suspect that fred allen is a Civil Servant; he is certainly
never servile, and on occasicns he has been known to be uneivil, .uring the
day he stends on the edge of a treach full of Irish navvies, knout in hand,
singing "Sixteen tons" in a gravel voice, with "Put me in a Chain-gang" for
ar encore,

e have never been able to find out when he first came into the mountain-
eering domain, and although he talks learunedly about the Pyrenecs "before the
war", he seems a little vague about which varticular war he uses as a datum,
#8 he never mentions Table liountain we can only assume that it was not the one
in which kruger played a leading role,

Iig entry into the state of comnubial bliss caused an eclipse of his
diurnal activities for some little time. Leing "bought cut" by Jelbourn rust
be a bitter blow! I.owever, results which would have daunted lesser men left
Fred unscathed, and having finalised(?) his family, he returned with them to
the fold, Je call to mind tlic memorablic accasion when young -lichard marked his
inaugural Uread lecet by “dronring his load” in the doorway of Janes' tent, and
adding injury tc insult by lawsiing like a drain as ke did it,

Lig friends tell us that he has now "gone the whole hog" and bought a
complete new camping outfit so as to be able to attend camping lMeets for the
whole weekend, vreads requiring nrayer flags to hang on guy-=lines, apply to
the Hewsletter irinters and Fubliskers.)

Fred's other outstanding accomplishment is his driving prowess. ‘e should
not be astonished to hear that in a previous existence he was Coadicea's chief
charioteer = the only thing misging from his Velkswagen is the scythe blades
on the axles! OSuffice it to say that he drives it as if it belonged to someone
else, and in truth, be hag never been the same since he took Geoff Thompsons
Hucdason over the Uol d'aAprica in the dark,

His linguistic ability is wcrthy of note, as the fact that he only speaks
one language, Znglish, is not the slightest inconvenience to him when sbroad,
Zy adopting a form of nidgin bnglish, unintelligible even te his coupatriots,
he is able to get what he wants by repeating his requirements in ever increasing
Yolume, accompanied by much arm-waving, until eventuslly it sounds like the
foghorn on Zishop .wcck, and the unfortunate native is forced to capitulate,

The final picture that we paint is of a big man, coloured by the open
spaces, with a beldering laugh which shakes the walls, as good as any and better
than most to be with on the hills; coupled with two small figurcs and a good
lady sitting on the dry banks of a swalleted stream in the gathering gloom,
and plaintively singing "Jon't go down the liine, Laddy".
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dawlbolts;, or whatever their up-to-date equivalents will be called, will be just
as respectable as pitons are today., And the Threc Cliffs will be nursery slopes,
lieanwhile, I'1l go on believing that Very ~ifficult is the upper limit of
possibility,

2,C.C,




